
Sexual harassment 

 ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ 
that can occur online and offline. When 

we reference sexual harassment, we do 

so in the context of child on child

sexual harassment. 

 Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a 

child’s dignity, and/or make them feel 
intimidated, degraded or humiliated 

and/or create a hostile, offensive or 

sexualised environment. 



Sexual harassment can include: 

• sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd 
comments, making sexual remarks about clothes and appearance 

and calling someone sexualised names;  

• sexual “jokes” or taunting;                                              
• physical behaviour, such as: deliberately brushing against 
someone, interfering with someone’s clothes (schools and colleges 
should be considering when any of this crosses a line into sexual 

violence - it is important to talk to and consider the experience of 

the victim) and displaying pictures, photos or drawings of a sexual 

nature; and  

• online sexual harassment. This may be standalone, or part of a 
wider pattern of sexual harassment and/or sexual violence.

It may include: 

• non-consensual sharing of sexual images and videos;  • sexualised 
online bullying;   • unwanted sexual comments and messages, 
including, on social media; and • sexual exploitation; coercion and 
threats


