
 

What are Blanks Level of Questions? 

The Blanks Levels framework helps assess and develop children’s understanding of 
language, otherwise known as ‘key oral comprehension skills’. It has four levels 
which range from the most basic questions in level one, to complex questions in 
level four. 

How will I know which level my child is on? 

Children develop their knowledge of each stage at roughly the following ages, 
however some children (such as children with speech, language and communication 
needs) may need extra support to develop their understanding at each level. 

Blanks Level Developmental Age 
1 2-3 years 
2 3-4 years 
3 4-5 years 
4 5+ years 
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Questions at level one focus on things in the child’s immediate environment (e.g. 
what they can see in front of them). Their responses can be short or non-verbal (e.g. 
pointing) 

 

Level two questions ask about the details of the objects e.g. rather than just naming 
‘apple’ we are now interested in if the child can describe what it looks like, how it 
feels and other things they might know about it. At this stage children are analysing 
objects and understand that things can be grouped together e.g. that an apple is a 
type of fruit and something you can eat. 
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Level 3 questions are not about the objects the child can directly see now and are 
more abstract. Children need to start using their knowledge to understand someone 
else’s perspective, make predictions or make generalisations. 
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The questions at Level 4 do not relate to objects a child can see. Children have to use 
their past knowledge or experiences to problem solve, predict and explain. 

How can I support my child’s understanding at home? 

- Allow your child enough thinking time (10+ seconds) 
- Repeat the question if needed 

- Give clues such as the first sound of the word or the beginning of the 
sentence e.g. ‘What animal is this? It’s a ________) 

- Help your child draw on their previous experiences e.g. ‘Remember when I left 
my bag a home…I felt…and we couldn’t…) 

- Provide a model (give an example) of how to answer higher levels of 
questions e.g. ‘I think this might happen next because _______) 

- Provide an alternative answer to show that some questions may have many 
correct answers. 

See the below website from NHS ShefÏeld Children’s Services which has lots of 
useful example videos and specific strategies for each level: What are Blank Levels? - 
Resource Library - ShefÏeld Children's NHS Foundation Trust 
(shefÏeldchildrens.nhs.uk)  
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